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For more information,
see Survival Guide (p149)

 Currency 
 US dollar ($)

 Language
 English

 Visas
 Citizens of most countries are eligible for 
the Visa Waiver Program, which requires 

prior electronic approval via Electronic 
System for Travel Authorization (ESTA).

 Money
 ATMs widely available. Credit cards 

accepted at most hotels, restaurants and 
shops.

 Cell Phones
 Most US cell-phone systems work on the 

GSM 850/1900 standard, as opposed to the 
GSM 900/1800 standard used throughout 

Europe, Australia and Asia.

 Time
 Eastern Standard Time (GMT/UTC minus 

 ve hours)

 Tipping
 Tip at least 15% (more for good service) in all 

bars and restaurants.

 Arriving in Boston
 Most visitors will arrive at Logan International 
Airport, or by train or bus at South Station. 
Both are easily accessible by subway (metro) 
trains, better known as the ‘T,’ operated 
by the Massachusetts Bay Transportation 
Authority (MBTA).

 From Logan Airport

Destination Best Transport 

 Back Bay Blue line to 
green line T

Beacon Hill Silver line bus to 
red line T

Cambridge Silver line bus to 
red line T

Chinatown Silver line bus

Downtown & 
Waterfront

Blue line T or 
silver line bus

Kenmore Sq & 
Fenway

Blue line to 
green line T

West End & 
North End

Blue line to 
green or orange 
line T

 From South Station

Destination Best Transport 

 Back Bay Red line to green 
line T

Beacon Hill Red line T

Cambridge Red line T

Chinatown Walk

Downtown & 
Waterfront

Walk

Kenmore Sq & 
Fenway

Red line to green 
line T

West End & 
North End

Red line to green 
or orange line T

Getting Around
 Boston is a wonderful walking or cycling 
city. Otherwise, most of the main attractions 
are accessible by the ‘T’. Bus and T fares are 
slightly cheaper if you use a plastic ‘Charlie 
Card,’ which is available at any station.

Y Metro (the T)
 The MBTA (www.mbta.com) operates the 
USA’s oldest subway, built in 1897 and known 
locally as the ‘T,’ which will take you almost 
anywhere you want to go in Boston.

J Bus
 The MBTA operates many bus routes within 
the city. The silver line is a ‘rapid’ bus that is 
useful for Logan Airport (SL1) and the South 
End (SL4 or SL5).

H Bicycle (Hubway)
 Boston’s bike-share program is the Hub-
way (www.thehubway.com). There are 185 
Hubway stations around Boston, Cambridge, 
Brookline and Somerville, stocked with 1600 
bikes that are available for short-term loan. 
Purchase a temporary membership at any 
bicycle kiosk, then pay by the half-hour for 
bike use (free under 30 minutes). Return 
the bike to any station in the vicinity of your 
destination.

 Your Daily Budget 
 Budget: Less than $100

  Dorm bed: $50

  Pizza or dumplings: $5–10

  Certain museum nights and walking 
tours: free

  Ride on the T (metro): $2.25–2.75

Midrange: $100–350
  Double room in a midrange hotel: $100–250

  Meal at a midrange restaurant: $15–25

  Museum admission: $15–25

  Short taxi ride: $15–20

Top end: More than $350
  Double room in a top-end hotel: from $250

  Meal at a top-end restaurant: from $25

  Gigs, events and other activities: from $50

Useful  Websites
 Lonely Planet (www.lonelyplanet.com/usa/
boston) Destination information, hotel book-
ings, traveler forum and more.

My Secret Boston (www.mysecretboston.
com) Food, nightlife, cultural and family events.

Greater Boston Convention & Visitors 
Bureau (www.bostonusa.com) The official 
guide to what to do and where to stay.

Advance Planning
 One month before Reserve a place to stay. 
Budget travelers, this means you!

Two weeks before Buy tickets for the Bos-
ton Symphony Orchestra or the Red Sox.

One week before Make your dinner 
reservations.

Before You GoNeed to 
Know
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 Blaxton Plaque
 The Reverend William Blaxton was the first 
European settler of Boston. In 1634 he sold this 
land to the Massachusetts Bay Colony for £30. A 
plaque emblazoned with the words of the treaty 
between Governor Winthrop and Reverend Blax-
ton is located at the corner of Park and Tremont 
Sts.

 Brewer Fountain
 This bronze beauty dates to 1868, when it was 
gifted to the city of Boston by wealthy merchant 
Gardner Brewer. The  fountain features four 
aquatic deities from antiquity: the Roman god of 
water, Neptune; the Greek sea goddess, Amphi-
trite; and the spirit Acis and sea nymph Galatea, 
both from Ovid’s Metamorphoses. The design won 
a gold medal at the 1855 World’s Fair.

 Robert Gould Shaw Memorial
 Sculpted by Augustus St Gaudens, this magnifi-
cent bas-relief  memorial opposite the State House 
honors the 54th Massachusetts Regiment of the 
Union Army, the nation’s first all-black Civil War 
regiment (depicted in the 1989 film Glory). Shaw 
– the son of a wealthy Brahmin family – and half 
his men were killed in a battle at Fort Wagner, 
South Carolina.

 Soldiers & Sailors Monument
 Dedicated in 1877, this massive  monument atop 
Flagstaff Hill pays tribute to the namesake 
soldiers and sailors who died in the Civil War. 
The four bronze statues represent Peace (facing 
south); the Sailor (facing the ocean); History 
(looking to heaven); and the Soldier (standing 
at ease). Many historical figures are cast in the 
elaborate bronze reliefs.

y Top Tips
  The Boston Com-

mon is often called 
‘the Common’ in local 
parlance, but never ‘the 
Commons.’ Use the 
singular or risk ridicule 
by locals!

 The on-site informa-
tion kiosk is a great 
source of information, 
maps etc.

 The kiosk is also the 
starting place for guided 
tours by the Freedom 
Trail Foundation.

5 Take a Break
 Various food trucks park 
near the entrance to the 
Park St Y station. Our 
favorite is Clover Food 
Lab (www.cloverfoodlab.
com). 

Alternatively, check out 
the   Earl of Sandwich 
(www.earlofsandwichusa.
com; 1b Charles St, Boston 
Common; sandwiches 
$5.50-8; h11am-6pm 
daily May-Oct, 11am-4pm 
Mon-Fri Nov-Apr; YPark 
St, Boylston), located in 
the handsome ‘Pink 
Palace’.

 The 50-acre Boston Common is the country’s 
oldest public park. The Common has served 
many purposes over the years, including as 
a campground for British troops during the 
Revolutionary War and as green grass for cattle 
grazing until the 1830s. Although there is still 
a grazing ordinance on the books, the Common 
today serves picnickers, sunbathers and people-
watchers.

 1 Map p50, E4

btwn Tremont, Charles, 
Beacon & Park Sts

h6am-midnight
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 Freedom Trail  131

1 Boston Common
 The Freedom Trail kicks 
off at the Boston Com-
mon (p46 ), America’s 
oldest public park and 
the centerpiece of the 
city. The 50-acre green 
is crisscrossed with 
walking paths and dot-
ted with monuments. 
Don’t miss the monu-
ment to the victims of 
the Boston Massacre, 
erected in 1888.

2 Massachusetts 
State House
 Overlooking the Boston 
Common from the 
northeast corner, the 
Massachusetts State 
House (p52 ) occupies 
a proud spot atop the 
city’s last remaining 
hill – land that was 
previously part of John 
Hancock’s cow pasture. 
Other members of 
the Sons of Liberty (a 
clandestine network 
of patriots during the 
American Revolu-
tion) also had a hand 
in building the new 
capitol, literally: Samuel 
Adams and Paul Revere 
laid the cornerstones on 
July 4, 1795.

3 Park St Church
 Just south of the State 
House, the soaring spire 

of Park St Church has 
been an unmistakable 
landmark since 1809. 
The church earned the 
moniker ‘Brimstone 
Corner’ both for its 
usage as a gunpowder 
storage place during the 
War of 1812 and for its 
fiery preaching.

4 Granary Burying 
Ground
 Walk north on Tremont 
St, where you will pass 
the Egyptian Revival 
gates of the Granary 
Burying Ground (p52 ). 
Steeped in history, the 
serene cemetery is the 
final resting place of 
many of the Sons of 
Liberty, as well as the 
victims of the Boston 
Massacre and other 
historical figures.

5 King’s Chapel & 
Burying Ground
 Continue north to 
School St, where the 
Georgian King’s Chapel 
(p64 ) overlooks its ad-
jacent burying ground. 
It is perhaps an odd 
choice for inclusion 
on the Freedom Trail, 
since it was founded as 
an Anglican church in 
1688. It does, however, 
contain a large bell 
crafted by Paul Revere, 

and the prestigious 
Governor’s pew, once 
occupied by George 
Washington.

6 Site of the First 
Public School
 Turn east on School 
St, and take note of 

the bronze statue of 
Benjamin Franklin 
outside Old City Hall. 
A plaque commemo-
rates this spot as the 
site of the country’s 
first public school. 
Enter the courtyard to 
discover some of the 

2 The Walk
 The best introduction to revolutionary Boston is 
the  Freedom Trail , a redbrick path that winds its 
way past 16 sites that earned Boston its status as 
the ‘cradle of American liberty.’ The 2.4-mile trail 
follows the course of the conflict, from the Boston 
Common to Bunker Hill. Even though it’s called 
the Freedom Trail, it covers much more than just 
revolutionary history – you’ll find some of Boston’s 
oldest landmarks, and sites where Boston pros-
pered in the post-revolutionary period.

Start Boston Common: T Park St

Finish Bunker Hill Monument: T Community College

Length 2.4 miles; three to four hours

5 Take a Break
 History buffs will appreciate Union Oyster House 
(p68 ), the oldest restaurant in the US, while veg-
etarians can recharge at Clover Food Lab (p66 ). 
Quincy Market (p68 ) food court offers myriad 
options for a quick lunch.

1

1

1

1

1 1

1 1

1

1 000000

00000000

#

#

#
#

#

#

#
#

¨

¨

¨
¨

¨

¨

¨
£

w

w

w

w

ww

w

w

w

w

w

w

#á

Pier 2
Pier 1

Charlestown
BridgeZakim

Bridge

WEST END

NORTH
END

DOWNTOWN

NORTH
SQUARE

LIBERTY
SQUARE

Charles River Boston
Inner

Harbor

Christopher
Columbus Park

Paul
Revere
Park

Monument
Square

Boston
Common

Shipyard
Park

City Hall
Plaza

Martha Rd

Rutherford Ave

Hanove
r St

North
St

Ada m s St

Fleet St

Hull St

Second Ave

Prince St

High St

Clark St

Warren St

A
tlantic

Ave

Cross St

C
on

gress
St

W
ashingto

n St

Chelsea St

St
an

ifo
rd

St

State St

Beaco
n St

Commercial St

John F Fitzgerald
S

urface
R

d

Tr
em

ont St

Merrimac St

Constitutio

n
R

d

Cambridge
St

State

Bowdoin

North
Station

Park St

Government
Center

Haymarket

Aquarium

Downtown
Crossing

#1

#16

#14

#11

#6#4
#5#2 #7

#13

#8

#9

#3

#12

#15

#10

#̈

#e0 400 m
0 0.2 miles

Freedom Trail
Best Walks

130

Best Midrange
  Irving House at Harvard 
(www.irvinghouse.com) Spa-
cious, well-kept B&B near 
Harvard campus.

 Oasis Guest House 
(www.oasisguesthouse.com) 
Converted brownstone 
with simple rooms.

Best Top End
  Newbury Guest House 
(www.newburyguesthouse.
com) Comfortable B&B on 
Boston’s most fashion-
able shopping street.

 Verb Hotel (www.theverb-
hotel.com) Trendy music-
themed hotel opposite 
Fenway Park. 

 Omni Parker House (www.
omnihotels.com) Classic 
19th-century hotel, right 
on the Freedom Trail.

Arriving in 
 Boston
From Logan Inter-
national Airport

  Silver-line bus (free) 
to South Station, then 
free transfer to the T 
(Boston’s metro/subway 
system).

 Blue-line subway 
($2.25 to $2.75) to 

central Boston; free shut-
tle from airport to Airport 
T station.

 Water shuttle to Boston 
waterfront ($9.25 to 
$12); free shuttle from 
airport to ferry dock.

 Taxi $25 to $30.

From Manchester 
Airport

  Located one hour north 
of Boston

 Hourly shuttle to 
Boston’s Logan Airport 
operated by Flight Line Inc 
(www.  ightlineinc.com).

From TF Green 
Airport

  Located one hour south 
of Boston.

 Massachusetts Bay 
Transportation Authority 
(MBTA) commuter rail to 
Back Bay or South Sta-
tion ($12).

Getting 
Around
 Bicycle (Hubway)

  The Hubway (www.
thehubway.com) is Bos-
ton’s bike-share program, 
o  ering 1600 bikes for 
short-term loan.

 Purchase a temporary 
membership at any 
bicycle kiosk, then pay by 
the half-hour for bike use 
(free under 30 minutes). 
Return the bike to any 
station in the vicinity of 
your destination.

 There are 185 Hubway 
stations around town; 
check the website for 
locations.

 Boat
  The MBTA runs the F4 

ferry – also known as the 
 Inner Harbor  Ferry (www.
mbta.com; 1-way $3.50) – 
between Long Wharf and 
Charlestown Navy Yard.

 Boston Harbor  Cruises 
(www.bostonharborcruis-
es.com) o  ers seasonal 
ferry service from Long 
Wharf to the Boston 
Harbor Islands.

 Boston Harbor Cruises 
Water Taxi (www.bos-
tonharborcruises.com/
water-taxi) makes runs 
from Long Wharf to the 
airport and other water-
front destinations.

 Bus
  The MBTA (www.

mbta.com) operates bus 
routes, with schedules 
posted on its website and 
at some bus stops along 
the routes.

 Book Your Stay 

Useful Websites
 Lonely Planet (lonely-
planet.com/usa/boston/
hotels) Includes reviews 
and booking service.

Inn Boston Reservations 
(www.innbostonreserva-
tions.com) Studios and 
apartments for rent in 
Boston’s best neighbor-
hoods.

Boston Green Tourism 
(www.bostongreentour-
ism.org) Up-to-date list-
ings of ecofriendly hotels.

Boston Luxury Hotels 
(www.bostonluxuryhotels.
com) Individualized ser-
vice for upscale travelers.

Best Budget
  HI-Boston (www.bostonhos-
tel.org) Centrally located 
hostel with stellar activi-
ties lineup.

 40 Berkeley 
(www.40berkeley.com) Basic, 
recently renovated budget 
South End digs.

  Spring (Apr–May) 
Mild weather accom-
panied by blooming 
magnolias and lilacs. 
Historic reenactments 
and marathon madness 
on Patriots’ Day.

 Summer (Jun–Aug) 
Hot and humid; locals 
head for the beach. 
Fireworks and fun on 
Independence Day.

 Fall (Sep–Nov) Cool, 
crisp air and colorful 
leaves. Streets are once 
again  lled with students.

 Winter (Dec–Mar) 
Cold and snow-covered, 
the season starts 
festively with Christmas 
activities, but lasts too 
long.

Before You Go

 When to Go 

Survival 
Guide
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New England
Aquarium

Boston
Common

Boston
Public
Library

Trinity
Church

Charlestown
Navy Yard

Institute of
Contemporary Art

South End & 
Chinatown (p76)
Overlapping districts 
offering authentic Asian 
food, sparkling theater 
marquees, cutting-edge 
art galleries and 
top-notch dining.

Charlestown (p22)
A historic neighborhood 
filled with colonial 
architecture and war 
memorials.

Charlestown Navy Yard
Top SightsE

Downtown & 
Waterfront (p56)
The hub of tourist 
activity, with historic 
sites, waterside walks 
and sightseeing boats.

Top SightsE
New England Aquarium
Institute of 
Contemporary Art

Beacon Hill & 
Boston Common 
(p44)
Antique shops and 
iconic architecture 
characterize this 
quintessential Boston 
neighborhood.

Top Sights                    E
Boston Common

West End & North 
End (p30)
Among the oldest parts
of the city, this area is
now home to a lively
Italian immigrant
population.
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Harvard
Yard

Fenway
Park

Isabella
Stewart
Gardner
Museum Museum of

Fine Arts

Back Bay (p88)
Boston’s most 
prestigious address, 
boasting grand Victorian 
architecture and high-
end fashion boutiques.

Top SightsE
Boston Public Library
Trinity Church

Kenmore Square & 
Fenway (p104)
Home to institutions 
including the Museum of 
Fine Arts, the Boston 
Symphony Orchestra 
and Fenway Park.

Top SightsE
Museum of Fine Arts
Isabella Stewart 
Gardner Museum
Fenway Park

Cambridge (p116)
A separate city and 
home of Harvard 
University. Art, history 
and eating options to 
rival its counterpart 
across the river.

Top SightsE
Harvard Yard

Worth a Trip
Top SightsE

Boston Harbor Islands
(p72)

 Boston Neighborhoods 
Neighbourhoods

Neighbourhoods  1918

2  Polcari’s Coffee
 Since 1932,  Polcari’s Coffee (www.
polcariscoffee.com; 105 Salem St; h10am-
6pm Mon-Fri, 9am-6pm Sat; YHaymarket) 
is where North Enders have stocked 
up on their beans. It has 27 kinds of 
imported coffee, over 150 spices and 
an impressive selection of legumes, 
grains and loose teas.

3  North End Branch Library
 The  local library (www.bpl.org/branches/
north.php; 25 Parmenter St; admission free; 
h10am-6pm Mon, Tue & Thu, noon-8pm Wed, 
9am-5pm Fri, 9am-2pm Sat; YHaymarket) 
contains an impressive plaster model 
of the Palazzo Ducale in Venice, built 
in the early 20th century by Henrietta 
Macy, a local artist and school teacher 
who moved to Venice but never forgot 
her Boston students. Figurines of 
16th-century Venetians show off the 
fashions of the era.

4  Caffè Paradiso
 Stop in at this classic neighborhood 
 cafe (255 Hanover St; h7am-2am; W; 
YHaymarket) for cappuccino and some 
of Boston’s finest cannoli (crisp pastry 
tubes filled on the spot with creamy 
sweetened ricotta cheese). Regulars 
watch Italian football on TV while 
the bartender masterfully minds the 
espresso machine and pours neat 
cognacs with understated finesse.

5  Salumeria Italiana
  Salumeria Italiana (www.salumeri-
aitaliana.com; 151 Richmond St; h8am-7pm 
Mon-Sat, 10am-4pm Sun; YHaymarket) is 

the archetype of North End spe-
cialty shops, with its shelves stocked 
with extra-virgin olive oil and aged 
balsamic vinegar, cases crammed with 
cured meats, hard cheeses and olives, 
boxes of pasta and jars of sauce.

6  St Leonard’s Church
  St Leonard’s (www.saintleonardchurchbos-
ton.org; 320 Hanover St; h9:30am-2:30pm; 
YHaymarket), founded in 1873, was the 
first church in New England built by 
Italian immigrants. If it’s open, take a 
look inside to see the city’s oldest shrine 
to St Anthony, most beloved of Italian 
saints. The Peace Garden is always 
open for a sacred moment of serenity.

7  All Saints Way
 ‘Mock all and sundry things, but leave 
the saints alone’ – so goes an old Ital-
ian saying posted on the wall of a tiny 
alleyway and surrounded by thousands 
of images of saints. The  shrine (4 Battery 
St; YHaymarket) is the pet project of 
Peter Baldassari, a local resident who’s 
been collecting holy cards since his 
childhood here in the 1940s and 1950s.

8  Langone Park
 This peaceful waterside  park (Com-
mercial St; YNorth Station), designed by 
Frederick Law Olmsted, belies the his-
tory of this site: in 1919 a huge distill-
ery tank burst, resulting in a flood of 
molasses that destroyed homes, killed 
21 people and injured hundreds more. 
Nowadays, you’ll see North Enders 
speaking Italian and playing bocce. 
Take in the harbor views and enjoy!

1  North End Park
 Grab a snack from  Maria’s 
Pastry (Map p34, F3; www.
mariaspastry.com; 46 Cross 
St; pastries $2-5; h7am-7pm 
Mon-Sat, to 5pm Sun; v; 
YHaymarket), then cross the 
street to sit in the shade 
under grape vines in  North 
End Park (www.rosekennedy-
greenway.org; YHaymarket), 
designed as the neighbor-
hood’s ‘front porch.’

 Local  Life
Italian Culture in the North End

 The North End’s warren 
of alleyways retains the 
old-world flavor brought 
by Italian immigrants, 
ever since they started 
settling here in the early 
20th century. And when 
we say ‘flavor,’ we’re not 
being metaphorical. We 
mean garlic, basil and 
oregano, sautéed in extra-
virgin olive oil; rich tomato 
sauces that have sim-
mered for hours; amaretto 
and anise; and crunchy, 
ricotta-filled cannoli.
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sightings are practically 
guaranteed. (p66 )

Best Tours for Kids
Boston Duck Tours 
Kids of all ages can drive 
the boat on the Charles 
River. Bonus: quacking is 
encouraged. (p148)

Boston by Foot Offers 
the only child-centered 
tour of the Freedom Trail. 
(p148)

Urban AdvenTours 
Rents kids’ bikes, helmets 
and trailers. (p37 )

Best Parks & 
Playgrounds
Boston Common Con-
tains a huge playscape 
with swings, jungle gyms 
and all the rest. (p46 )

Public Garden Swan 
boats on the lagoon are 

perfect for little tykes. 
(p52 )

Charles River 
Esplanade The Stone-
man Playground is a 
picturesque riverside 
spot with separate areas 
for different ages. (p98 )

Best Cool Stuff
Prudential Center Sky-
walk Observatory The 
view from above. (p98 )

Mapparium The view 
from inside the earth. 
(p98 )

Best Eating for Kids
Quincy Market This big 
food court will satisfy the 
pickiest palate. (p68 )

Pizzeria Regina Classic 
pizza in the heart of the 
North End. (p38 )

Mr Bartley’s Burger 
Cottage Good old-fash-
ioned burgers with all (or 
none) of the trimmings. 
(p125 )

 Boston is one giant history museum, the setting 
for many lively and engaging  eld trips. Cob-
blestone streets and costume-clad tour guides 
can bring to life the events that kids read about 
in history books, while hands-on experimenta-
tion and interactive exhibits fuse education and 
entertainment.

Sights & Activities
 There are loads of museums and activities geared 
specifically to kids, while even adult-oriented sites 
(such as art museums) have special programs to 
engage younger guests. Most museums and activi-
ties are free for children aged two years and under, 
with reduced rates for kids under 13 years. The 
Museum of Fine Arts is free for kids after 3pm on 
weekdays and all day on weekends. The Institute 
of Contemporary Art is always free for kids aged 17 
years and under.

Sleeping & Eating
 Families are a prime target market for the tourist 
industry in Boston, so most hotels, restaurants and 
tour services will do their best to accommodate 
your kids. Hotels often invite children to stay free 
in the room of their paying parent. Also, look for 
children’s menus and high chairs in most restau-
rants, and changing tables in museums and other 
public facilities.

 Best Kid Museums
New England Aquarium Explore the most exotic of 
natural environments under the sea. (p58 )

Boston Children’s Museum Hours of fun climbing, 
constructing and creating. Especially good for kids 

aged three to eight. 
(p66 )

Museum of Science 
More opportunities to 
combine fun and learning 
than anywhere else in 
the city. (p36 )

Harvard Museum of 
Natural History Almost 
as good as the zoo, 
with room after room of 
stuffed animals. (p123 )

Best Adventures
Spectacle Island Fam-
ily-friendly facilities (and 
beach) in the Boston 
Harbor Islands. (p73 )

New England Aquarium 
Whale Watch Whale 

 For Kids
Best

y Top Tip
  Kids aged 11 and 

under ride the T for 
free; older kids pay 
half price.
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 Best For Kids  143142  Best For Kids

Be sure to tip baggage 
handlers ($2 per bag), 
servers and bartenders 
(20% for good service), 
housekeeping ($5 for a 
weekend) and taxi drivers 
(10% to 15%).

 Public Holidays
 New Year’s Day January 1

Martin Luther King Jr’s 
Birthday Third Monday 
in January

Washington’s Birthday 
Third Monday in February

Evacuation Day March 17

Patriot’s Day Third 
Monday in April

Memorial Day Last 
Monday in May

Bunker Hill Day June 17

Independence Day 
July 4

Labor Day First Monday 
in September

Columbus Day Second 
Monday in October

Veterans Day Novem-
ber 11

Thanksgiving Day 
Fourth Thursday in 
November

Christmas Day Decem-
ber 25

 Telephone
 All US phone numbers 
consist of a three-digit 
area code followed by a 
seven-digit local number. 
Dial 1 + all 10 digits.

Phone Codes
 Area codes Boston & 
Cambridge 617; suburban 
Boston 781; North Shore 
978; South Shore 508

Country code 1 for USA

International code 011

 Cell Phones
 Most US cell-phone sys-
tems work on the GSM 
850/1900 standard, 
as opposed to the GSM 
900/1800 standard 
used throughout Europe, 
Australia and Asia.

 Tourist Information
  Boston Common 
Information Kiosk 
(GBCVB Visitors Center; Map 
p50 %617-426-3115; www.
bostonusa.com; Boston Com-
mon; h8:30am-5pm Mon-Fri, 
9am-5pm Sat & Sun; YPark 
St) Starting point for the 
Freedom Trail and many 
other walking tours.

 Boston Harbor Islands 
Pavilion (Map p62 ; www.
bostonharborislands.org; 
Rose Kennedy Greenway; 
h9am-4:30pm mid-May–Jun 

& Sep-early Oct, to 6pm Jul & 
Aug; W; YAquarium) Con-
veniently located on the 
Rose Kennedy Greenway.

 Cambridge Visitor 
Information Kiosk (Map 
p122 ; %617-441-2884; www.
cambridge-usa.org; Harvard 
Sq; h9am-5pm Mon-Fri, to 
1pm Sat & Sun; YHarvard) 
Detailed information on 
current Cambridge hap-
penings and self-guided 
walking tours.

 National Park Service 
Visitors Center (NPS; 
Map p62 ; www.nps.gov/bost/
faneuil-hall-vc.htm; Faneuil 
Hall; h9am-6pm; YState) 

 The standard bus fare 
is $2, or $1.70 with a 
Charlie Card. If you’re 
transferring from the T on 
a Charlie Card, the bus 
fare is free.

 The silver line, a 
so-called ‘rapid’ bus, 
services the airport on 
its SL1 route. The fare 
is $2.75 ($2.25 with a 
Charlie Card).

 Metro (the T)
  The MBTA (www.mbta.

com) operates the USA’s 
oldest subway (metro) 
system, known locally as 
the ‘T.’ There are four lines 
– red, blue, green and 
orange – radiating from 
the principal downtown 
stations: Downtown 
Crossing, Government 
Center, Park St and State.

 Buy a paper fare card 
($2.75 per ride) at any 
station or a Charlie Card 
($2.25 per ride) at desig-
nated stations. (Request 
a Charlie Card from the 
attendant before adding 
value at the machine.)

 Tourist passes with 
unlimited travel (on sub-
way, bus or water shuttle) 
are available for periods 
of one day ($12) or one 
week ($21.25).

 Kids under 12 ride free.

 The T operates from 
approximately 5:30am to 
12:30am. Schedules vary 
by line; see the website 
for complete details.

 Taxi
  Cabs are plentiful but 

expensive. Rates are 
determined by the meter, 
which calculates miles.

 Expect to pay about 
$15 to $20 between most 
tourist points within the 
city limits, without much 
tra   c.

Essential 
Information
 Electricity

Type A
120V/60Hz

 

Type B
120V/60Hz

 Money
Automatic Teller 
Machines  ATMs are ubiq-
uitous; most charge a fee 
(at least $2.50 per with-
drawal) if your account is 
with a di  erent bank.

Changing Money 
Change foreign currency 
for US dollars at Logan 
International Airport.

 Credit Cards Major 
credit cards – especially 
Visa and MasterCard – 
are accepted at most 
hotels, restaurants, gas 
stations, shops and car-
rental agencies.

 Tipping Members of the 
service industry depend 
on tips to earn a living. 

 Dos & Don’ts
  Do stay to the 

right on busy 
sidewalks, bike 
paths and subway 
escalators.

 Don’t compare 
Boston to New York: 
it’s irrelevant.

 Do chat with lo-
cals about baseball, 
politics or anything!

 Don’t mimic or 
mock the local 
accent. And don’t 
‘pahk yah cah in 
Hahvahd Yahd’ – 
you’ll get a ticket!

Essential Information  153152  Survival Guide

QuickStart 
Guide
Your keys to under-
standing the city – 
we help you decide 
what to do and how 
to do it

Survival 
Guide
Tips and tricks 
for a seamless, 
hassle-free city 
experience

Top Sights
Make the most 
of your visit

Getting Around
Travel like a local

Local Life
The insider's city

Essential Information
Including where to stay

The Best 
of  Boston 
The city’s 
highlights
in handy lists 
to help you plan

Explore 
 Boston 
The best things to 
see and do, 
 neighborhood  by 
 neighborhood  

Need to Know
Tips for a 
smooth trip

Best Walks
See the city on foot

 Neighborhood s
What’s where

 Boston ’s Best…
The best experiences
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Our selection of the city’s best places to 
eat, drink and experience:

1 Sights

5 Eating

6 Drinking

3 Entertainment

7 Shopping

These symbols give you the vital 
information for each listing:

% Telephone Numbers
h Opening Hours
p Parking
n Nonsmoking
i Internet Access
W Wi-Fi Access
v Vegetarian Selection
E English-Language 
 Menu

c Family-Friendly
# Pet-Friendly
g Bus
f Ferry
Y Metro
b Subway
j Tram
d Train

Lonely Planet’s 
 Boston 
Lonely Planet Pocket Guides 
are designed to get you 
straight to the heart of the city. 

Inside you’ll find all the 
must-see sights, plus tips to 
make your visit to each one 
really memorable. We’ve split 
the city into easy-to-navigate 
 neighborhood s and provided 
clear maps so you’ll find your 
way around with ease. Our 
expert authors have searched 
out the best of the city: walks, 
food, nightlife and shopping, 
to name a few. Because you 
want to explore, our ‘Local Life’ 
pages will take you to some 
of the most exciting areas to 
experience the real  Boston .

And of course you’ll find all 
the practical tips you need for 
a smooth trip: itineraries for 
short visits, how to get around, 
and how much to tip the guy 
who serves you a drink at the 
end of a long day’s exploration.

It’s your guarantee of a 
really great experience.

Our Promise
You can trust our travel infor-
mation because Lonely Planet 
authors visit the places we 
write about, each and every 
edition. We never accept 
freebies for positive coverage, 
so you can rely on us to tell it 
like it is.

Find each listing quickly on maps 
for each  neighborhood :
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Bar Hemingway 
16 6 Map p233, B2  

Legend has it that Hemi
self, wielding a machine
liberate this timber-pan
upholstered bar during W
the Ritz’s showpiece is a
photos taken by Papa an
martinis in town. Dress 
(www.ritzparis.com; Hôtel Rit
Vendôme, 1er; h6.30pm-2a

Kong
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Old North Church (p36), North End
HDNRG/SHUTTERSTOCK ©

Welcome to 
Boston

 Boston’s winding streets recall revolution and renewal; 
even today, this is a forward-thinking and barrier-breaking 
city. Though you can hardly walk a step without run-
ning into some historic site, Boston remains vital, with 
vibrant artistic scenes, cutting-edge urban planning, and 
ever-present scholars and thinkers shaping the evolving 
culture.

QuickStart 
Guide

7
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 Museum of Fine Arts (p106)
 Eclectic, encyclopedic art museum.
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